[bookmark: _GoBack]The Formosa Cancer Foundation calls for Public Health and Medical Experts to Form Taiwan’s First 
“Doubling Lung Cancer Survival Rate Advocacy Platform” in Response to World Lung Cancer Day

[bookmark: _Hlk47794653]  World Lung Cancer Day is an international day marked on August 1. On July 29th, the Formosa Cancer Foundation, in support of “the vision of doubling lung cancer survival rate by 2025” initiated by Global Lung Cancer Coalition (GLCC) and Lung Ambition Alliance (LAA), called for public health and medical experts, including former Vice President and Academician Chen Chien-jen, the vice president of the Formosa Cancer Foundation and Academician Dr. Jacqueline Whang Peng, the founding president of the National Health Research Institutes, Academician Wu Cheng-Wen, former National Taiwan University president and Academician Dr. Yang Pan-Chyr, dean of National Taiwan University’s College of Public Health Prof. Chan Chang-Chuan, director of Taiwan Lung Cancer Society Dr. Kao Shang-Jyh, and the chief executive officer of the Formosa Cancer Foundation, Dr. Lai Gi-Ming, to form Taiwan’s first “Doubling Lung Cancer Survival Rate Advocacy Platform”. In order to create a future of high-survival rate for lung cancer- the new national disease, this platform serves to facilitate dialogues between patient groups, public health experts, and medical sectors with the aim of looking into a national plan for improving the survival rate of Taiwan’s lung cancer patients. 

Lung Cancer has become the number one killer in Taiwan, it’s 5-year survival rate has been ranked the lowest among the top 10 cancers.

According to Taiwan Cancer Registry’s latest statistics, lung cancer has been the leading cause of cancer deaths for 12 consecutive years. The number of lung cancer deaths has overtaken liver cancer as the new national disease with its 5-year survival rate of 29.79% being ranked as the lowest among the top 10 cancers. Dr. Lai Gi-Ming stressed that in order to double the survival rate, we should simultaneously strengthen  primary prevention (avoid known causes and adopt a healthy lifestyle and diet), secondary prevention (early screening, detection and treatment), and tertiary prevention (precision treatment and prevention of recurrence). Only when three levels of measures are implemented simultaneously, the lung cancer incidence can be reduced effectively and survival rate can be expected to increase. Therefore, there is an urgent need calling for all stakeholders to discuss overarching solutions and action plans. 

Domestic studies show evidence on air pollution being a leading cause of lung cancer. Government, industries, and people should be held responsible for mitigating risk.

  Academician Chen Chien-Jen, a non-smoker who was diagnosed with early lung adenocarcinoma, said that the number of Taiwan smokers has decreased by 40% but the lung cancer incidence continues to grow, which shows that the harming effect of air pollution has become a significant issue. Air pollution is the price paying for social transformation and economic development, for which the central and local governments, industries, and the people should be all held responsible. Chen suggested establishing a cross-ministerial task force for lung cancer prevention to tackle the problem. 

  Prof. Chan Chang-Chuan said that many domestic studies have proven the correlation between air pollution and lung cancer. The growth rate of lung cancer incidence in Kaohsiung and Pingtung regions (southern Taiwan) is 15 times higher than that in northern Taiwan. The International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) has warned that continuous exposure to polluted air may increase the risk of developing lung cancer. Since everyone will be a potential lung cancer patient, the government should establish an action plan for improving survival rate and allocate a specialized fund apart from the National Health Insurance (NHI) for screening, early detection and treatment, as well as for accelerating the reimbursement for new medications. Besides, there are multiple factors that cause lung cancer, including genetic variation, unhealthy habits (e.g. smoking and cooking without a kitchen hood), air pollution, secondhand smoke, polluted work environment, carcinogens in home environment (e.g. radon gas and poorly ventilated house), personal medical history, and family history, said Academician Wu Cheng-wen. Lung cancer is not necessarily a consequence of personal behavior. The public should be educated about the correct perception about lung cancer patients to avoid imposing upon social stigma.  

Early detection and treatment is the key of increasing survival rate
 
  Academician Yang Pan-Chyr said that people need to perform early screening if lung cancer can to be detected earlier. The biggest problem with lung cancer is that no obvious symptoms at early stage. Once symptoms appear, it is usually at advanced stage. Therefore, the screening program should target high-risk groups. The recommended screening tool for lung cancer is low-dose computed tomography (LDCT). Approximately 95% to 97% of patients can be cured if lung cancer is detected  within 1 cm in size and treated immediately. Medical sector is urged to build a consensus on formulating local guidelines for LDCT screening, detection, and treatment. A defined scope of screening targets and funding have to be put in place to ensure the early detection and treatment policy be implemented accordingly

Maximize survival benefit by adopting precision treatment

  Aside from early screening, detection, the treatment of advanced lung cancer can be determined through testing for genetic mutations, Dr. Kao Shang-Jyh said. Taiwan’s National Health Insurance only reimburse some new cancer drugs with restricted rules, the access to the innovative drugs needs to be improved. In order to ensure patients receive the best possible treatment, a shared decision-making mechanism shall be established. The government shall invest resources in extending disease-free survival and progression-free survival. Besides, by adopting
the precision treatment at early stage, and new medical technology will maximize survival benefit and improve quality of life to save the huge medical and care costs generated due to delay treatment. Academician Dr. Jacqueline Whang Peng said that Formosa Cancer Foundation has been promoting five healthy habits, namely intake vegetables and fruit, regular exercise, body weight control, avoiding smoking or second hand smoke, and regular screening. As long as we practice these five habits, not only the risk of developing cancer can be reduced significantly but the chance of recurrence will also be reduced. 

Experts collaboratively form the “Doubling Lung Cancer Survival Rate Advocacy Platform” for heading towards a future of doubling survival rate

  The experts reached a consensus on advocating three main measures of doubling the survival rate for lung cancer patients as follows:

1) Avoiding contact of carcinogens and practicing healthy habits and diet: Raise the awareness of lung cancer prevention among the general public.
2) Establishing national guideline of LDCT screening for early detection, especially for high risk group : Formulate a national strategies on early screening, detection, and treatment for lung cancer.
3) Following practicing international treatment guideline and enhancing accessibility of innovative drugs to improve the survival rate of lung cancer patients through surgery, precision treatment, and new medical technology. Ensure engaging patient groups at various levels of policy formulation with regards to screening, treatment, and care. Establish a patient-centric care model to improve the patients’ quality of life and reduce the risk of recurrence.

The experts also made a plea for formulation of a national lung cancer prevention policy that shall leverage cross-ministerial resources to foster actions for survival rate improvement. Experts from industry, government, and academy fields are encouraged to join the advocacy platform to work together towards the goal of doubling the survival rate for lung cancer patients by 2025 through interdisciplinary networking and resources integration. 
